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Dear Mr, Chairmann:

The Department appreciates the cpportunity to comment on
8.99, a bill, "To Creats a United Statoes Foroign Service
Acadeny, " which you forvarded to us with your lstter of
January 17, 1963,

As you know, the Presidsnt has token an aotive interest
in the problem of training for our foreigzn affairs personnel,
When the Roport of the Presidential Advisory Pansl on a
Netional Academy of Foreign Affairs was made by tho chairman,
Dr. Jomes A. Perkins, on December 17, 1962, the Precidant
csaid that the recommendations of this Panel, us well aa the
eimilar conclusions reached in the Report sutmitted on
December 8 by former Secretary of State Christian A, Herter's
Comsittee on Foreign Affairs Peraonnel, "support my conviction
that we muat move forward with this basic concept &8s goon a»
possible”, The President indiented that he would "make
sppropriate recammendations to (this) session of Congress
‘eoncerning this subject”,

When the Becretary commonted to you in Decembsr, he
exprogsed the Department's avareness of the increasing need
for such a training and research program on the professional
level and explained that a group of senior officisls of the
State Department, Dapartnment of Uefense, and other agencies
had been brought together specifically to study this problem
this yoar, The Department has also carsfully considered
soveral construetive proposals by members of Congress, such
&8 5.99. It is expected that legisletion will soon bs

proposed
Tho Honorable |
J. W. Fulbright, Chairman,

Committee on Foreign Relations,
United States Senato.

-
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proposed to suthorire the estsblishment of an academy to
provide in-service training to officers of all Federal
departments and agencies involved in foreign affeirs.

The Depart.mnt conti.m:ea to maintain grave resomtiorns
about. proposale involving a centrally-controlled program for
providing undergraduate, pre-employment iraining to prospec-
tive forelgn affeirs personnel. Ve have indications that
high officlals of other Federal agencies and many leading
academic figures share these reservations.

It would be impossible to duplicate the depth and variety
of basioc couraes in the arts, sciences, social disciplines,
humanities and technical skills already conducted by hundrads
of colleges end universities throughout the country. By the
sane token, we helisve it would be undesirable to try to
establish any kind of "standard G.I.? curriculum of basic
courses in this vast area of subject matter, thereby molding

“the minds of nev recruits aleng the lines of e pre-concsived
-~ buresucratic formule. The departments and agencies now

engaged -in varicus sspects of foreign effsirs need to drav
nen and women from many different sources -- reflecting the
pape diversitiesé of background, talent, expsrisnce, attitudes,
and academic emphases that are characteristic of fmarican
society as a vhole. The central focus of our Govermmsntal

_training progrem, we believe, should be to harness these .

diverse qualitlies and to channel them toward the eolution of
practical prodlems and the performance of concrete tasks
pertirnent to our dasic international ohjectives,” We need
tnity in our dedigation to American idesls and harmony in the
executioh of our policiss and programs, bat we must woMly
avoid any experiment that might discourage hngination, :
initiative, sdaptability and creativity,

Furthermore, as you knou, many of cur bact officers do
not choose o career in foreign affairs until after their -

© undergraduate training, graduate study, military service or '

sctual employment in other fialds. If wa ghould draw all or

s major portion of our officers from & single underrraduate
source, we would lose many highly-qualified aen and women o
have acquired invaluahle. experience, insmight and msturity,

For these a.nd other receons, the Department csnnot
recommend the enactmnt of 8,99 in its proun?. form.

Kowovex- ’
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Hovever, we hope ell members of the Congress will continue

to give serious attention to the important and urgent problem
of providing high~guality training to ‘mericsnz in sll arsan
of foreign relatione,

The Depertment hag bsen siviaed by the Bureau of the
Budget that from the standpoint of the ‘dministration's
program there iz no objsction to the sulmiseion of this report.

“incerely yours,

For the Secretary of -tates

Frederick G, "wtton
Asefgtant Secrstary

-t ”.
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